
City of Fairfax, Dept. of Public Works
Stormwater Program Specialist

• Responsibilities
• Plan Review

• Virginia Stormwater Management Program (VSMP) Permits & Inspections

• Stormwater Best Management Practices (BMP) Maintenance Program

• Respond to drainage concerns



Plan Review



• Review Plans for;
• Compliance with Virginia Erosion & Sediment Control standards.

• Provides runoff/sediment controls during construction

• Silt fence, construction entrances, sediment traps, etc.

• Compliance with Virginia Stormwater Quality/Quantity standards.
• Provides runoff and pollution control after construction

• Consistency with BMP Clearinghouse specifications

• Negative drainage impacts to adjacent properties

• Maintainability & practicality of proposed BMP facilities
• BMPs which require truck-mounted equipment to maintain need to be accessible.

• Trees over certain BMP facilities will increase maintenance through leafy debris.



BMP Clearinghouse
http://vwrrc.vt.edu/swc/StandardsSpecs.html

• An inventory of all approved BMP 
facilities, developed by DEQ and Virginia 
Tech.

• Includes proprietary and non-proprietary 
methods.

• The selection of the facility is up to the 
developer and their engineer.  Public 
Works cannot require a particular type of 
BMP or deny the use of an approved 
BMP without justification.

http://vwrrc.vt.edu/swc/StandardsSpecs.html


BMP Clearinghouse Specifications
• Provides design applications, materials specifications, construction 

details, sizing calculations, inspection and maintenance guidelines.



• Clearinghouse includes Proprietary & Non-Proprietary BMP Facilities.

• Proprietary – Ex; Filterra, StormFilter, StormTech Chambers
• Can maximize usable space in areas with little open space.

• Can be more costly to install and maintain.  Proprietary parts & materials.

• Non-Proprietary – All specifications provided openly in the BMP 
Clearinghouse.  Common materials.



Virginia Stormwater Management
Permit & Inspections

• A VSMP Permit is required for all Land Disturbing Activities which 
exceed 2,500sq.ft.  LDA’s which are 1AC or more are also transmitted 
to DEQ.

• A Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) is required for all 
LDA greater than 2,500sq.ft except for a single family development
• SWPPP is a site specific plan for controlling pollutants during construction.

• Public Works maintains inventory of VSMP permits, handles 
correspondence with DEQ, and permit termination.

• BMPs that were constructed are added to City’s inventory when 
permit is terminated.



VSMP Inspections

• Inspections during construction of BMP facilities to ensure they are 
built per approved plans.



VSMP Inspections

• Periodic inspections during construction;
• Compliance with the approved SWPPP

• E&S and pollutant controls are in place and functioning.

• Ex; collection pits for concrete wash waters



BMP Maintenance Program
• Property owners are 

responsible for maintenance of 
their BMP facilities.

• Currently there are 344 private 
and 32 public BMP facilities in 
the City.  This number will grow 
by about 30 facilities each year 
through construction of new 
facilities during development.

• Public Works contracts with a 
3rd party consultant to provide 
inspections of all BMP facilities 
annually.



• Reports from the consultant are reviewed by Public Works and sent to 
the property owners.  The inspection report will detail any 
maintenance required by the property owner.

• Public Works assists the property owner in understanding how their 
facility works, the maintenance requirements, suggestions to extend 
the maintenance intervals and reduce maintenance costs.  On 
request, Public Works will review maintenance proposals.



Drainage Concerns

• Common concerns;
• Ponding/constantly wet 

yard

• Wet basements

• Neighbor has made 
changes which have 
negative impacts.  Ex; roof 
drain pipes redirected to 
the property line, berms 
installed across a drainage 
path.  Civil matter between 
private parties.


